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To: Parents/Guardians of Students in Schenectady3chypols
From: Eric Ely, Superintendent

Subj ect: District In Need of Improvement for English-Larage Arts

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 requirall states to create their own high academiastats for what a child
should know and be able to do for all grades inliEhg.anguage Arts and Mathematics. Each school imysrove each year
until all students meet these standards. This y@aprovement in school performance is called Adequrearly Progress
(AYP). NCLB also requires the New York State EdisraDepartment (NYSED) to annually review the parfance of each
district that receives funds under Title I. The 8ED is required to inform parents/guardians of shis about district
performance. For the 2009-10 school year, Schete @iy Schools has been identified as a Distridileed of Improvement,
year 5 for English-Language Arts. The status oiNalv York State Title | schools is reviewed eaéary

AsaDistrict in Need of Improvement, our district must:
¢ Consult with parents and school staff when develgpie District Improvement Plan. This plan expddiow the
district will use Title | and other funds to impmitle | schools;
¢ Reserve at least ten percent of their annual Talcation to provide professional developmenttéachers and
administrators; and
«  Continue to provide technical assistance to schidelstified as Title | Schools in Need of Improverhand/or Title |
Corrective Action Schools.

How can parentshelp their District improve?

Here are some suggestions to help you work withr gohool and district to support improvements:

% Learn more about the new NCLB requirements. Becaweze of strategies to improve student academieaement.
Additional information and resources are availailéhe following websites:
www.emsc.nysed.gov¥ The NYS Education Department
www.ed.govandwww.ed.gov/pubs/parents/hyc.htmiThe US Department of Education

« Talk with district staff about their District Impvement Plan to help students in meeting the Statelards in reading
and mathematics.

< If you are a parent of an eligible student whorattea low-performing Title | school, ask about Sepgental
Educational Services that may be available for yild. Supplemental Educational Services are eatealemic
services provided to eligible Title | students ddesof the regular school day.

« If you are a parent of an eligible student whorattea low-performing Title | school, ask about Suldhoice options
to transfer your child to another better performmuplic school in the district.

< Visit your child’s school and volunteer.

You are encouraged to contact the school distietderal and State Programs office at 518-881-3di0firther information on
any of these requirements and to find out how yauleecome involved in school improvement efforts.

.....A national award winning district



